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(54) METHOD FOR PROCESSING OPTICAL FIBER PREFORM AND PROCESSING 
APPARATUS THEREFOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for processing an optical fiber preform which is 
capable of preventmg the deterioration of quality by applying control to heating in a bending position to 
prevent the thinnmg of the thickness of a clad part, is capable of shortening the processing time by 
automatmg a bending correction operation and is capable of improving a yield by enhancing correction 
accuracy m a processing technique of correcting the bend of the optical fiber preform and a processine 
apparatus therefor. ^ 

SOLUTION: The method for correcting the bend of the optical fiber preform while blowing a flame to 
the surface of the preform by a gas burner while rotating the preform around its axis consists in 
detecting the deviation quantity in an axial direction and the bending position by an outside diameter 
measunng instrument, disposing the gas burner opposite to the bending position, softening the preform 
by heating and correcting the bend by a stress imparting mechanism to attenuate the deviation quantity 
while supporting the preform with two pieces of rollers driven by air cylinders, then subjecting the 
preform to slow cooling and solidifying by throttling the amount of the gas of the gas burner, thereby 
completing the bending correction. 
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